Mighty Beall High closes its doors

By Nikki Clark


After more than one hundred years, Beall High School will close its doors to students, teachers, parents, and the surrounding community at the end of the 2006-2007 school year.  Beall High School has been more than just a building constructed of concrete and bricks.  It has become a haven of learning, a hub of the community, and a home for generations of students and parents over this time.  Now, with the construction and opening of Mountain Ridge High School in the fall of 2007, Beall High will now pass on its tradition for excellence to a new learning community comprised of students, teachers, administrators, parents, and supportive community members from both Westmar High and Beall High.  Although there is much excitement about moving to a new location and learning environment, the members of the Chime newspaper staff would like to remember some of the important moments in the history of might Beall High.


The first Beall High School was actually constructed at the corner of College Avenue and Broadway.  The first graduating class consisted of six female graduates in 1897.  This building was then renovated in 1910; an addition was also added in 1930.  By 1940, the community was in dire need of a much newer and larger facility, which led to the construction of the Beall High location we know today.  The present site was constructed in 1940 and opened in 1941.  The current building has 45 rooms and was built as a bomb shelter as well as an innovative school site.  Throughout the years, Beall High’s present building has been worn down, so in the 1960’s an addition was added which used to be the junior high, but is known today as the west wing.  The proud traditions and brilliant standard for learning have not diminished over the life span of the building.  Whether it was the school dances for the science fairs, Beall High students always strive for excellence in all they do.  Students take pride in passing down those traditions and standards to the next generation.

In the 1925 school newspaper, Heigh Chime, the staff used the slogan “Hitch your wagon to a star.”  In 1927 The Chime Staff offered $2.50 in gold to the student writing the best short story.  In 1937 the girls’ team defeated Bruce thus placing them in second place in the WWMI League.  The boys’ team defeated Central that year also.  The Class of 1938 published the first yearbook, The Mountaineer, which had fifty-six pages.  In 1940 night classes were offered at Beall High in English, Industrial Arts, and were taught by Mr. Stanley Hunter, Dr. R. H. Kerlin, and Miss Claire Livesay.  The tuition for these classes was $2.00 to cover the cost of materials.  The last assembly in the old Beall High auditorium was a Christmas program held in 1940.  In 1949 over 254 new books were added to the Beall High library.  The athletic field was completed that year as well.

The Mountaineer spirit has been alive and well over the past one hundred years as seen through the success stories of thousands of students who have passed through the doors of Beall High.  The proud traditions and high standards for learning have not diminished over the life span of the building.


Now it is time to say farewell to Mighty Beall High School.  The Mountaineer will join forces the the new Miner mascot and the blue and fold will blend into colors of red, white, black, and gold.  Old traditions and standards of the past will now merge together with new customs to form the basis of a new community of learners.  For all of us who have experienced the Beall High pride and spirit, Hail to dear old high school, Hail!

